XXIV                     INTRODUCTION

rect them* I am convinced, that when
are anxious to obtain information, and im-
prove our knowledge on any subject, we
would do well to observe tile advice of an
Eminent Lawyer and Philosopher, who, in'
conversation with a young friend, who la-
mented to him his want of knowledge on'
some subject, said to him, " Go and write a
" book on it * '"-

I have to apologise, that the arrangement
of this Essay is not perhaps sufficiently sys-
tematical ; yet the division adopted is that
which naturally suggested itself. The First
chapter is particularly devoted to conside-
rations on the situation of the Young Civi-
lians, on their first arrival in India ; their
studies in College, and their first appoint-
ments in the Service. I have next, by at-
tempting a general description of the Coun^

try
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